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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 




information retrieval apparatus for performing 
information retrieval from an information source, said 
information retrieval apparatus comprising: 

input uneans in which a selectively inputting operation 
is performep; 

databaae-access-interf ace means which accesses a 
database as Isaid information source for the information 
retrieval inl response to the use of said input means ; 

display Imeans for displaying, in the form of a bar, 
information wiich is obtained by the accessing of said 
database; 

cursor mdving means for moving a cursor in response to 
the use of said input means in order to designate a position 
in the lengthv^ise direction of the information bar displayed 
on said displa|y means; and 

retrieval! means for retrieving information 
corresponding to the designated lengthwise position from 
said database dy using said database-access-interface means; 

wherein th^ retrieved information is displayed on said 
display means. 




2. An information retrieval apparatus^aqcprding to- 
IClaim" '1 ;- wher elA : ' ' 
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e lengthwise sections of the displayed information 
bar eacm^have index-item information; and 

said p^isplay means displays the index- item information 
correspondi>jg to one lengthwise section in which the 
position in \he lengthwise direction of the displayed 
information is designated by using said cursor. 
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3 . An information retrieval apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein vsaid database-access-interface means 
accesses a built -iVn database of said information retrieval 
apparatus . 
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4 . An inf ormatidji retrieval apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein said d^^atabase- access -interface means 
accesses a database outride said information retrieval 
apparatus . 

5 . An information retrieval apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein said dataoteise- access -interface means uses a 
network to access a databaseX outside said information 
retrieval apparatus , 



6. An information retrieval, method for performing 
information retrieval from an information source, said 
information retrieval method coihprisj 



^ input step in which a selectively inputting 
operation, is performed; 

a dispS^y step for displaying information in the form 
of a bar on display means, the displayed information being 
obtained by us:mg database-access-interface means to access 
a database as sa\d information source for information 
retrieval in response to the execution of said input step; 

a cursor movin^step for moving a cursor in response to 
the execution of saidVinput step in order to designate a 
position in the lengthwise direction of the displayed 
information bar; and \ 

a retrieval step for retrieving information 
correspond\?-ng to the designated position from said database 
by using said database-access interface means; 

wherein the retrieved information is displayed on said 
display means . \ 

7 . An information retrieval method according to Claim 
6, wherein: 

the lengthwise sections of the displayed information 
bar each have index-item information; and \ 

in said display step, said display means displays the 
index- item information corresponding to one lengthwise 
section in which the position in the lengthwise direotion of 
the displayed information bar is designated by using sa^ 



cursor. 



8. information retrieval method according to Claim 
6, wherein s*^d database-access-interface means accesses a 
built-in databa^ of an apparatus in which said information 
retrieval method x^performed. 

9. An information B^etrieval method according to Claim 
6, wherein said database -aocess- interface means accesses a 
database outside an apparatus >in which said information 
retrieval method is performed. \. 

10. An information retrieval met^pd according to Claim 
6, wherein said database-access-interfacX means uses a 
network to access a database outside an apparatus in which 
said information retrieval method is performel^. 



